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WORLD'S BEST

The 15 Best Resorts in California

The best resorts in California, according to Travel + Leisure readers,
connect their guests to the Golden State's spectacular nature and world-
class wineries.

By John Wogan Updated on October 11, 2022
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We independently research, test, review, and recommend the best products—learn more about
our process. If you buy something through our links, we may earn a commission.
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Travel + Leisure readers, are the ones that put nature center stage.

Every year for our World's Best Awards survey, T+L asks readers to weigh in
on travel experiences around the globe — to share their opinions on the top

hotels, resorts, cities, islands, cruise ships, spas, airlines, and more. Hotels
(including safari lodges) were rated on their facilities, location, service,
food, and overall value. Properties were classified as city or resort based

on their locations and amenities.

While seaside hideaways might be the first places that come to mind, the
state has plenty of gems tucked into valleys or the agricultural inland. Take,
for instance, Ojai Valley Inn (No. 11), which is ringed by the Topatopa
Mountains. "The location is magical," said one reader, who went on to rave
about the "incredible" staff and about the hotel's signature restaurant,
Olivella, declaring it "one of the best Italian restaurants in the United
States.”

Still, the pull of the Pacific remains strong, and perennial favorites on the
list appear once again, including two properties in Big Sur: Alila Ventana
Big Sur (No. 15) and Post Ranch Inn (No. 14). Both properties are perched
above a dramatic stretch of this famous coastline south of Carmel. One
reader claimed the latter was "the best luxury getaway in the U.S.," thanks
to the "extraordinary location and rooms, fabulous food, and incredible
spa." Another appreciated the "beautiful views" and "top-notch service."

But it was San Ysidro Ranch, in Santa Barbara, that won the top spot. Read
on for more about what made it the favorite and the full list of the best
resort hotels in California.

1. San Ysidro Ranch, Santa Barbara


https://www.travelandleisure.com/worlds-best/frequently-asked-questions
https://www.travelandleisure.com/worlds-best/frequently-asked-questions
https://www.travelandleisure.com/worlds-best/survey-methodology
https://www.travelandleisure.com/
https://www.magazines.com/travel-leisure-magazine.html?utm_source=travelandleisure.com&utm_medium=owned&utm_campaign=i111tlr1w2665
https://www.magazines.com/travel-leisure-magazine.html?utm_source=travelandleisure.com&utm_medium=owned&utm_campaign=i111tlr1w2665

SUBSCRIBE

PHOTO: COURTESY OF RANCHO VALENCIA RESORT & SPA

Score: 94.80

Book on Tripadvisor

6. 'Auberge Del Mar


https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g32945-d79409-Reviews-Rancho_Valencia_Resort_Spa-Rancho_Santa_Fe_California.html
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Score: 94.74

Book on Tripadvisor

7. Brewery Gulch Inn, Mendocino
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